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WELCOME TO THE STANFORD GSB

BizPartners has collected and provided the following information to help answer some of the general questions you may have about life at Stanford. We have tried to compile information that we wished for when we were standing in your shoes. Our goal is to assist you in the many decisions you will be making as you transition to your new life at Stanford. 

If the information you are seeking is not in this resource guide, please don’t hesitate to e-mail one of the BizPartners Leadership Team members. We have provided a list of our e-mail addresses within this guide; do not hesitate to contact us – we are here to help you!!

WHO IS BIZ-PARTNERS

BizPartners welcomes couples in the GSB community through diverse activities for support, friendship and fun! We pride ourselves on the diversity of our organization and welcome both male and female Significant Others. BizPartners is a great resource and we hope that you will use it to your advantage during your time at the GSB. We invite you to become involved in the variety of activities that we will offer in the coming year and look forward to your participation! 

Please don't hesitate to contact any of the Leadership Team members if we can help make your transition to and life at Stanford easier.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

If you have any questions about BizPartners, GSB and Stanford or would like to send suggestions or feedback, please contact:

bizpartners_leadership@yahoo.com
We have great team from around the world willing to enhance your experience at the GSB-please use them as a resource during your time at Stanford!

Chandler Murphy
President

chandlercmurphy@yahoo.com
Alex Paterson

Deputy President
weemahun@yahoo.co.uk
Kelli Agnich

Website

kelliagnich@gmail.com
Annie Baxter

Communications
annie.baxter@gmail.com
Kiran Dharani

SOS in Service

kiran_dharani@hotmail.com
Amanda Fulmor
Committee

amanda.fulmor@bain.com
Amanda Houghton
CFO


ahoughton10@gmail.com
Kirsten Koechley
Committee

kkoechley@hotmail.com
Rachel Levine

Committee

rachelmlevine1@yahoo.com
Lauren Schneider
Events


lel480@yahoo.com
Yuri Shima

International Relations
yuri-m@msj.biglobe.ne.jp
Krista Smaby

Committee

ksmaby@gmail.com
HOW TO JOIN BIZ-PARTNERS / SUBSCRIBE TO MAILING LIST

If you want to join BizPartners and/or Biz Kids Club please come to our Pre-Term event, the Kick Off event or Club’s day and ask BizPartners or Biz Kids Board Members about joining the club. We will soon offer the option of registering through PayPal using our BizPartners website; in the meantime, you may also send a mail to bizpartners_leadership@yahoo.com and we will let you know how to subscribe. 

SPOUSE/PARTNER COURTESY ID

As a spouse, partner, or child of a Stanford student, you can apply for a Stanford Courtesy Card, which is similar to a Stanford ID (SUID) card. Spouses and domestic partners may request courtesy cards from the ID Card Office in Old Union in person or by calling 498-CARD. Spouses/partners must complete an application, provide the student's ID card, a spouse/partner photo ID, and proof that the two of you reside at the same address. There is a processing fee. With it you receive:

· Library privileges

· Use of athletic facilities (swimming pools, weight training facilities, tennis, squash, and racquetball courts, golf course and driving range).

· Discounts to some athletic events

· Discounts at the Stanford Bookstore and local businesses (list of businesses at http://assu.stanford.edu/saver).

More information is available at http://www.stanford.edu/dept/itss/services/campuscard. 

HOUSING

On-Campus 

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/hds/shs/
· Schwab Residential Center

· Escondido Village

· The Liliore Green Rains Houses

· The Richard W. Lyman Graduate Residences

· Crothers Memorial Hall and Crothers Hall

Off-Campus 

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/hds/chs/offcampusapts/
· Oak Creek Apartments ( http://oakcreekapts.com )

· Seven Oaks Apartments 

· Sharon Green Apartments ( http://www.bresharongreen.com/ )

· Stanford West ( http://stanfordwest.stanford.edu/ )

· Palo Alto

· Menlo Park

UTILITIES 

Water

· Palo Alto, (650) 329-2161

· Menlo Park, (650) 367-6800

· Mountain View, (650) 903-6317

· Redwood City, (650) 780-7210

Garbage

· Palo Alto, (650) 493-4894

· Menlo Park, (650) 592-2411

· Mountain View, (650) 903-6317

· Redwood City, (650) 780-7210

Electricity

· Palo Alto, (650) 329-2161

· Menlo Park, (800) PGE-5000

· Mountain View, (800) PGE-5000

· Redwood City, (800) PGE-5000
Telephone 

If you live on campus, you must use Stanford Information Technology Systems and Services for cable television and local and long-distance phone service.

(650) 725-4357
http://cns.stanford.edu/students/index.html 

If you live off-campus, one option is AT&T / SBC Communications. To activate a phone line contact AT&T / SBC at (800)310-2355.

Cellular Phone

There are many cellular phone service providers, so it is helpful to shop around for the best rates. Stanford University’s Information Technology Systems and Services (ITSS) has partnered with AT&T /Cingular Wireless to provide the campus community with enhanced digital cellular service, special Stanford features, and coordinated ordering through the ITSS Communication Help Desk. For more information see www.stanford.edu/group/itss-cns/students/cellular or call (650) 725-HELP or 5.HELP from an on-campus phone.

· Cingular (AT&T Wireless)



www.cingular.com
(800) 888-7600, (916) 843-4685


 

· Sprint PCS





www.sprintpcs.com 

(888) 788-4727, (650) 614-9140

· Verizon Wireless




www.verizonwireless.com
(800) 256-4646, (650) 323-6127

Long Distance Providers / alternatives

There are a few ways to call home in a cheap way. Here you have few options:

· www.skype.com/products/skypein/
· www.onesuite.com
· www.pinzoo.com
Cable TV Service

Comcast (800) 945-2288



www.comcast.com
Housekeeping

The Student Housing department offers housekeeping on a weekly, twice-monthly, monthly, or as-needed basis. The service began at the Schwab Residential Center and has been very successful. You may want to give it a try during busy times of the years. For more information go to: www.stanford.edu/dept/hds/shs/cleaningsrvc/html. 

High Speed Internet Access

There are a number of Internet Service Providers (ISPs) available. For a complete listing visit http://thelist.internet.com/areacode/650. 

STORAGE

There are two types of storage: drop-off storage and self-storage. Drop-off storage companies drop off a large storage container (typically 5' x 8' x 8') at your residence and make arrangements to pick it up after you have filled it. These companies are typically located farther away from Stanford, where land is cheaper. They charge a monthly storage fee until you have the containers delivered and the company can pick up the empty containers. If you need to access the containers meanwhile, you have to drive out to where your containers are stored or pay a hefty fee to have the containers returned and again collected for storage. Door-to-Door Storage and Public Storage are examples of drop-off storage companies. 

Self-storage companies rent customers space in storage complexes - somewhat like renting a garage, but usually with better amenities. If you can find a local complex, accessing your belongings is less time- and fuel- consuming than with door-to-door drop-off storage, but chances are good that you will pay more for the convenience. Because of the tight local housing market, ground-floor space in a nearby, secure complex with convenient access hours can be difficult to find. Public Storage, Shurgard Storage, and many other area companies offer self-storage.

A list of storage companies can be found in the Yellow Pages under "Storage." Many offer AAA discounts or publish coupons on their websites; others give discounts for referrals, sometimes to the referee as well as the referrer. When investigating storage options, call well in advance of when you expect to need storage. Points to consider when choosing a company include the company's location, safety record (e.g., with respect to burglaries and fires), cancellation and prorating policies, climate-control capabilities, access hours, how much storage volume you need - and, of course, cost and availability.

Packing and Shipping

U.S. Postal Service Locations:

· White Plaza, Stanford. (800) 275-8777.

· 380 Hamilton Ave. (650) 723-2509.

· 265 Cambridge Ave. (800) 275-8777.

United Parcel Service (UPS)

· 555 Bryant St. (650) 326-5555

Federal Express (FedEx)

· 525 University Ave. (800) 463-3339

DHL Worldwide Express

· 1383 Borregas Ave. (800) CALL-DHL

Drop boxes for UPS, FedEx, and the U.S. Postal Service are located on campus adjacent to the GSB.

LIVING IN PALO ALTO

Health Insurance

For information about Cardinal Care for students: http://CardinalCare.stanford.edu 

For dental coverage information: www.chickering.com 

Plans for adults and children (see individual web sites for additional information):

· Aetna Advantage offers a number of PPO Plans for California residents.

· Blue Cross of California offers individual HMO and a PPO plans.

· Blue Shield of California, a California-based plan with a variety of options.

· Health Net, a California-based plan with a variety of options.

· Kaiser Permanente offers plans for individuals and families (with facilities in Redwood City, Mountain View and Santa Cruz).

· Pacificare, a California-based plan that offers both HMO and PPO plans.

Plans primarilt for children:

· Santa Clara Family Health Plans, a service of Santa Clara County offering low cost insurance plans for low-income working families of Santa Clara County. Choices include Healthy Families or Healthy Kids. For more information, call (800) 685-2055 or e-mail insurekids@scfhp.com.

· Health Plan of San Mateo, a service of San Mateo County offering a low cost insurance plans for low-income working families of San Mateo County. Choices include Healthy Families or Healthy Kids. For an application appointment, call (650) 573-3595.

Other useful web site for quotes: www.ehealthinsurance.com .

Banking and Money Matters

Bank of America, Stanford Federal Credit Union and Wells Fargo Bank all have branches on campus with automated teller machines (ATMs). Bank of America and Stanford Federal Credit Union have ATMs located in Tresidder Union. 

· Bank of America




www.bankofamerica.com 

395 Quarry Road, Palo Alto. (650) 853-5831

· Stanford Federal Credit Union



www.sfcu.org 

770 Pampas Lane, Stanford. (650) 723-2509

· Wells Fargo Bank




www.wellsfargo.com
Tresidder Memorial Union, Stanford. (800) 869-3557

University Dining Services

Looking for a warm, home-cooked meal? Come visit any Stanford Dining residential dining hall or Stanford Dining-operated campus café including:

· the Coffee House (CoHo) 

· Olives at Bldg. 160 

· Union Square at Tresidder Memorial Union 

· The Café at the Arrillaga Alumni Center 

· LINX at the Clark Center 

· Peet's Coffee & Tea at the Clark Center 

· Peet's Coffee & Tea at Tressider 

· Subway at Tresidder. 

Choose one of three non-resident, Cardinal Dollar block plans and experience the finest cuisine on campus - economically and conveniently! For orders of $99 or more, receive a 10% bonus. These plans are available to students living off-campus or in residences without a dining hall, as well as Stanford faculty and staff.

Religious Activities

Office for Religious Life /Stanford Associated Religions

723-1762
http://religiouslife.stanford.edu/
The Office for Religious Life provides leadership for and nurtures spiritual, religious, and ethical life for the Stanford community and beyond.

Many Stanford graduate students are actively involved in campus religious organizations such as the Hillel Foundation, Islamic Society, Catholic Community, Baha'i Association, Hindu Student Council, the Buddhist Community and Protestant Christian groups. The larger worship gatherings are the Jewish Shabbat services and dinners on Fridays at 6:30 p.m. in the Old Union Clubhouse; Islamic worship, including Fajr, Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib and Isha prayers, in Room 19 of the Clubhouse, Friday prayer in the Ballroom of the Clubhouse, and Friday evening meetings at 7 p.m. in Room 17 of the Clubhouse; University Public Worship (Protestant Christian) at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays in Memorial Church; Catholic Mass on Sundays at 4:30 p.m. in Memorial Church; and Compline at 9 pm in Memorial Church (a 30 minute meditative and reflective service held in candlelight, accompanied by choral Gregorian chant). 

In addition to worship opportunities, the Office for Religious Life provides occasions to explore questions of meaning such as What Matters to Me and Why, Spirituality and Sexuality, Women's Soul Matters, Scripture Study and a quarterly Grief and Bereavement Group. Chaplains are available to graduate students for confidential counseling, as well as life-cycle ceremonies such as weddings and memorial services.

The brochure Religious Life at Stanford, available at Memorial Church, has information about the numerous religious groups on campus and their meeting times. For further information, call the Office for Religious Life at 723-1762, or visit their website above.

Art and Culture

· Music at Stanford




http://music.stanford.edu 

(650) 723-2720

· Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University

http://museum.stanford.edu 

(650) 723-4177

· Visitor’s Guide to the Midpeninsula


www.paloaltoonline.com 

Movie Theaters

· The Stanford Theater

Classic films.

221 University Ave, Palo Alto. (650) 324-3700

· Century 16





www.centurytheatres.com 

1500 N Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View. (650) 960-0970

· Century Park 12




www.centurytheaters.com 

557 E Bayshore Rd, Redwood City. (650) 365-9000

TRANSPORTATION

Parking and Transportation Services 

Parking and Transportation Services offers a variety of parking options and alternative transportation programs, services and incentives designed to balance the needs and requirements of all the members of the campus community.

Parking is free on weekends and after 4 p.m. on weekdays. A parking permit is required at all other times. There are also a number of visitor parking lots around campus in which you can park by the hour. The visitor lot closest to GSB is at the corner of Memorial Way and Galvez Street. There are a variety of permits and parking options designed for those who drive to campus occasionally, daily and for campus residents. 

There are also many options for those who choose to commute to campus other than as a solo driver, including riding a bicycle, taking transit, walking or ridesharing. http://transportation.stanford.edu 

Parking Program

Parking and Transportation Services offers daily, monthly, yearly, commuter, residential and special-event parking permits for sale. Stanford affiliation is required to purchase long-term permits (30+ days) and 'A' or 'C' daily permits ("scratches"). In addition to permit sales, parking services is also responsible for signage related to parking lots, campus maps, regularly assessing demand patterns and reallocating space based on the needs of the community.

Resident Student Permits

Students who live on campus can buy permits for their designated house or dorm areas, but are NOT allowed to purchase 'A,' 'C' or 'Z' commuter permits. Resident student parking is divided into the following areas: West, South, East, SJ, and Escondido Village. Each permit is valid only in its area.

Motorcycles

Motorcycles may be parked in a full space if an appropriate permit is displayed. There are also Motorcycle/Scooter permits, which are good only in "Cycle Permit Only" spaces. A resident is only allowed to keep one motorized vehicle on campus unless they live in couples housing. A single resident may not have both a motorcycle and a car on campus.

Carpooling

Share the commute with one or more eligible Stanford affiliates, and up to $160.00 per person, per year (less the driver) can be applied toward the cost of a permit. This would mean that a two-person carpool (the driver and one passenger) could receive a FREE "C" carpool permit. To be eligible for a Stanford carpool each member must 1) live outside the Stanford Parking Permit system, 2) be on campus during business hours at least half-time for three consecutive months or more, and 3) work or study in a location where a parking permit is required. 

Parking and Transportation Services provides customized ride matching services for Stanford affiliates. Send an e-mail message to commuteclub@bonair.stanford.edu and ask to be matched. Parking and Transportation Services will conduct a database search and contact you with potential carpool partners.

Vanpooling

Want a van ride direct from your neighborhood to Stanford? Join a vanpool! They're currently up and running from Berkeley, Modesto, Newark, Oakland, San Francisco, San Francisco - Sunset, Santa Cruz, Stockton, and Tracy. A commuter vanpool is a group of seven to fifteen people who ride to and from work each day in a comfortable passenger van. Vanpooling generally costs about the same each month as you now pay for gasoline alone. Arrive at class relaxed and refreshed, and save wear and tear on your car, too. You can ride most vanpools on a full-time or occasional basis, whichever fits your schedule. Full-time passengers have reserved seats and ride on a month-to-month basis. Occasional passengers ride on a space-available basis and pay a set fee per trip. 

Marguerite Shuttle

Stanford operates the Marguerite Shuttle, one of the most extensive private shuttle systems in the Bay Area. The Marguerite operates intercampus buses, as well as serving the University and California Avenue Caltrain stations, Stanford Shopping Center, Stanford Medical Center, Lucile Packard Children's Hospital and downtown Palo Alto. Schedules and route maps are available on board, at the Parking and Transportation Services' office and on the website (http://transportation.stanford.edu).

The Marguerite runs weekdays from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. There is a direct connection all day from Escondido Village to the Main Quad and Medical Center, downtown Palo Alto, and the Palo Alto and the California Avenue train stations. Commuters parking in the "C" lot near Serra and Campus Drive East can easily shuttle to other locations on campus; C-Line shuttles also serve specific parking lots near Stanford Stadium and the Medical School Office Building. Marguerite also runs to the Stanford Shopping Center and the Stanford Linear Accelerator, among other destinations; see the website for a complete route map.

The Marguerite Midnight Express operates seven nights a week during the academic year (September - June). Midnight Express buses start running at 8 p.m. The shuttle runs until midnight Sunday through Thursday, and until 2:30 a.m. on Friday and Saturday. The last bus leaves the Palo Alto Caltrain station Friday and Saturday nights at 2:03 a.m.

The Shopping Express operates from noon to about 9:30 p.m. on weekends during the academic year (September - June). It serves the residential areas of the University, the Medical Center, Stanford Shopping Center, and the San Antonio Shopping Center (which includes several grocery stores) in Mountain View. Busses run every 45 minutes.

"Real time" Marguerite Shuttle information is available via a global positioning system that tracks buses as they move around campus. By going to the interactive map and clicking on a particular stop, passengers know in real-time when the next three buses will be leaving that stop. The new real-time transit information system allows passengers to efficiently and confidently plan their transit ride in advance. This information is also available for PDA and low bandwidth users as well. For all the details, go to http://transportation.stanford.edu and click on the "Marguerite Real-Time Schedule & Interactive Shuttle Map" link. 

Alternative Transportation

Stanford is committed to offering a comprehensive alternative transportation program as part of an effort to ease parking pressure and minimize traffic congestion (which dramatically impacts our campus and surrounding communities). Significant contributions to this effort can be made by utilizing at least one of the many forms of efficient, cost-effective alternatives to driving alone. 

As part of this ongoing effort, Parking and Transportation Services provides, in addition to our free Marguerite shuttle, other programs, incentives and services including the Clean Air Cash/Commute Club membership, extensive alternative transportation options, bicycle programs, an in-house charter bus program and an online ordering process. Some of these are described below. 

Clean Air Credit Program

The Stanford Commute Club provides an opportunity for commuting Stanford faculty, staff and students to reap the benefits of utilizing alternative transportation, which may include commute cost, time-savings and contributing to a cleaner environment. The Commute Club offers year-round open enrollment. Members receive up to $160 a year in Clean Air Cash or carpool incentives, a membership mug and pin, invitations to members' only events and opportunities to win prizes for participation.

Eligibility for Clean Air Cash/Commute Club membership is established by meeting ALL of the following criteria:

· You live outside the Stanford Parking Permit system 

· You are a registered student or you're required to be on campus during business hours at least half time for at least three consecutive months 

· You would normally be required by Parking and Transportation Services to display a parking permit in your vehicle at your principal place of work or study 

· You agree NOT to buy a parking permit (carpool permit excepted). 

A student with on-campus housing cannot apply for Clean Air Cash or Commute Club membership.

Bicycling

Bicycling is ideally suited to Stanford's mild climate, flat terrain and gentle, rolling hills. It's a quiet, affordable, and healthy way to get around. Riding a bike is also an antidote to traffic congestion, noise and air pollution. Besides riding for pure enjoyment, a growing number of people are choosing to commute on non-motorized wheels for convenience and fitness. Stanford has a full-time Bicycle Program Coordinator offering services that include an extensive bicycle safety program, bike registration (required), clothing locker rentals, bike storage rentals, commute planning and general cycling information. 

Be aware that bicyclists must follow all traffic regulations, and are encouraged to wear a helmet whenever riding. A bicycle light is required whenever riding at night. Campus police officers can, and will, ticket cyclists who break the law. 

The Campus Bike Shop (next to Tressider) sells new and used bikes and has a repair service. Other bicycle sales and repair shops can be found on El Camino Real near campus, and on University Avenue in downtown Palo Alto; several shops have coupons at the Parking and Transportation Services office and in the Stanford Directory. Used bikes are advertised in newspapers, on the bulletin boards at Tressider Union and Bechtel International Center, and online at su.market.

Bike Registration

State law requires that all bicycles be registered. This aids in identification and recovery if your bike is stolen. Since bike theft is a problem at Stanford, you should lock your bike frame, together with the front wheel if possible, to a solid unmovable object. Any suspicious activity should be reported by dialing 911 or 9-911 from a campus phone. Stolen bikes should be reported to the police at 723-9633.
Transportation Services 



http://transportation.stanford.edu
340 Bonair Siding Road
723-9362

Public Transit

Stanford is served by public transit, including Caltrain and bus service from Valley Transit Authority (VTA) and SamTrans. Monthly passes for these transit agencies are available for sale in the Parking and Transportation Services office. 

The San Francisco Bay Area Transit Information website at http://www.511.org has detailed route maps and schedules for these and other public transit options, including trans-bay ferries and intra-city shuttles.

Valley Transit Authority (VTA) runs buses to Palo Alto and most points south of Stanford. VTA also operates a light-rail line serving San Jose and the surrounding communities. All VTA buses have front-mounted bike racks. Lines of particular interest to Stanford include:

· The 300, which goes from the Palo Alto Caltrain Transit Center on El Camino to East San Jose. It is a semi-express bus, skipping most stops, and runs about every 20 minutes. Take the Marguerite (Lines A, B or Palm Drive Express) to the Palo Alto Caltrain station to connect.

· The 22, which makes all stops along El Camino between the Menlo Park Caltrain station and the Eastridge Shopping Center in San Jose. It runs 24 hours a day, with arrivals about every ten minutes during the midday.

· The 35, which goes from the Medical Center and Stanford Shopping Center through downtown Palo Alto to the San Antonio Shopping Center and the downtown Mountain View Transit Center (where it connects with the light-rail system).

· Express 102 operates from the Palo Alto terminal at Page Mill to the Santa Teresa Light-Rail Station (South San Jose). This express runs during commute hours Monday through Friday, with very limited stops.

SamTrans runs buses to most points north of Stanford, including East Palo Alto. Lines of particular interest to Stanford include:

· Express Route KX, from Stanford Shopping Center to San Francisco International Airport or San Francisco. (NOTE: SamTrans is unable to allow excess luggage to be carried on Route KX between San Francisco and the San Francisco International Airport in either direction. See http://www.samtrans.com/luggage.html for details.)

· Express Route RX - Stanford Shopping Center to San Francisco TransBay Terminal.

· Route 397 - Palo Alto Caltrain Transit Center to the San Francisco TransBay Terminal.

· Route 390, which makes all stops on El Camino from the Palo Alto Caltrain Transit Center, including Millbrae Intermodal Terminal, South San Francisco BART, and to the Daly City BART station.

· Routes 280 and 281 provide service to East Palo Alto and Menlo Park from the Palo Alto Caltrain Transit Center and the Stanford Shopping Center.

· Route 295, runs from the Menlo Park Caltrain station to Sharon Heights and San Mateo Caltrain station.

· The Dumbarton Express runs weekdays between the Union City BART station (across the Dumbarton Bridge) and the Palo Alto Caltrain station, where you can connect with the Marguerite. Alternatively, take your bicycle on the Dumbarton Express - each bus has a bike rack that can accommodate 2 bicycles. This is a great service for many East Bay commuters.

· The "U" Express Line runs weekdays with three scheduled trips in both directions during the morning and afternoon commute period. This bus line provides service between the Fremont BART station and Stanford Campus. Between the two terminals, Line U will serve the ACE Train/Amtrak station, Ardenwood Park and Ride in the East Bay, Stanford Hospital and the Stanford Shopping Center. When construction on the Palo Alto Caltrain Transit Center is completed in the spring of 2005, the bus will bypass the shopping center and go from the hospital directly to the Caltrain station.

Caltrain provides rail service between San Francisco and San Jose, with weekday commute-hour service to Gilroy. Service has been suspended to the Paul Avenue (San Francisco), Broadway (Burlingame) and Atherton stations on weekdays but Caltrain serves the latter two stations on weekends. For stations, schedules and fares visit http://www.caltrain.com/schedule.html .

Renting a Car

On-Campus Car Rental Program

Enterprise Rent-a-Car, one of the nation's largest rental car services, offers Stanford students, staff and faculty a 15 to 20 percent discount off normal rental car rates, as well as special promotional deals set up around the University's academic calendar.

Enterprise will allow rentals to students between the ages of 18 and 21 - an age group normally denied the privilege because of its high insurance risk. Enterprise will allow rentals to students 18 and over if they provide a Stanford ID, proof of full insurance coverage and a credit card in their own name. The local phone number is (650) 321-0110. Car rentals are available for a minimum half-day period, and will be dispatched directly to student dorms. 

Off-Campus

Avis: (800) 831-2847, www.avis.com
Budget: (800) 527-0700, www.budget.com 

California Driver License 

If you are a visitor in California over 18 and have a valid driver’s license from your home state or country, you may drive in this state without getting a California drivers license as long as your home state license remains valid. 

If you are an international student or scholar, and intend to drive, you must get a California drivers license (at least an interim license) within 10 days.

How to apply for a California driver’s license or identification card
· Visit a DMV office (make an appointment by phone 1-800-777-0133 or online http://www.dmv.org/ca-california/drivers-license.php for faster service).

· Complete application form DL 44 an original DL 44 form must be submitted.

· Give a thumb print 

· Have your picture taken 

· Provide your social security number (if eligible) 

· Verify your birth date and legal presence 

· Provide your true full name 

· Pay the $25 application fee ($21 for identification card application) 

· Pass a vision exam (not necessary for identification card application) 

· Pass a traffic laws and sign test. There are 36 questions on the test. You have three chances to pass (not necessary for identification card application). 

Once you pass the written test you will get an interim driving license that you may use together with your home country driving license to start practicing for the driving test. 

If you have a license from another country, you will be required to take a driving test. If you have a license from another state, the driving test can be waived. You have three chances to pass the driving test. 

After you pass your drive test you will be issued an interim license valid for 60 days until you receive your new photo license in the mail. If you did not present complete documentation to verify birth date and legal presence, you will be issued a temporary license valid for 60 days until you complete the documentation requirements. Make sure you provide the DMV with your correct mailing address.

Auto Registration

Nonresident vehicle owners (recent arrivals) must register their out-of-state vehicles in California within 20 days of the date they accept employment or establish residency in California. Car registration in California is based on the value of the car in California; you must have a smog certificate. www.dmv.ca.gov 

Buying a car

· Available cars in area you could find at www.craigslist.com
· Check the value of the car you are interested in at www.kbb.com 

· You can check history of the car before buying at www.carfax.com 

The previous owner of the car should give you a valid smog check, which is necessary for the registration of the vehicle.

Automobile Insurance

California state law requires that have insurance for your automobile. These are only suggestion and not an endorsement for any insurance company or agency.

· Auto Insurance Specialists: www.aisinsurance.com
· Allied Brokers: (650) 328-1000

· Geico: www.geico.com

· Insweb: www.insweb.com 

· Progressive: www.progressive.com  

· Silicon Valley Insurance Agency: (650) 940-1010 or (800) 746-7776, www.penwest.net
· Twenty first Century: www.21stcenturyinsurance.com or www.21st.com 

· Y.A. Tittle & Associates: (650) 856-2120

Maps

· http://www.stanford.edu/search/maps/
· http://campus-map.stanford.edu/
· http://transportation.stanford.edu/images/05-06_Parking-Map.pdf
SHOPPING

Major Local Shopping Areas

· San Antonio Shopping Center 

El Camino Real and San Antonio Road, Mountain View

· Stanford Shopping Center

180 El Camino Real (north end of campus, beyond Medical Center), Palo Alto

· Town & Country 

El Camino Real and Gálvez/Embarcadero (across from campus), Palo Alto

· University Avenue

Intersect with El Camino Real, on the Palo Alto side of Palm Drive.

Outlet Centers

· Gilroy Outlet Center

Highway 101 South to Gilroy, exit 152, Leavesley Road

· Great Mall of the Bay Area

Highway 101 South to 237 East to 880 South, exit Great mall Parkway: mall is on the left.

General Needs and Essentials

· Cost Plus World Imports 



www.worldmarket.com
1910 El Camino Real, Mountain View.  (650) 961-6066

· Kmart 






www.kmart.com 

1155 Veterans Blvd., Redwood City. (650) 364-7640

· Sears






www.sears.com 

455 San Antonio Road, Mountain View. (650) 917-6000

· Target 






www.target.com
555 Showers Drive, Mountain View. (650) 965-7764 


2485 El Camino Real, Redwood City.  (650) 363-8940

· Wal-Mart 
 




www.walmart.com 

600 Showers Drive, Mountain View. (650) 917-0796

· Walgreen





www.walgreens.com 

300 University Ave. (650) 322-7753

643 Santa Cruz Ave. (650) 321-2227
· Longs Drugs





www.longs.com 

352 University Ave., Palo Alto. (650) 324-1667

325 Sharon Park Dr., Menlo Park.

Food / Household Supplies

· Safeway





www.safeway.com
525 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. (650) 324-8630

2811 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. (650) 321-8400

325 So. Sharon Park, Menlo Park. (650) 854-3056

· Trader Joe’s





www.traderjoes.com 

720 Menlo Ave, Menlo Park. (650) 323-2134

590 Showers Drive, Mountain View. (650) 917-1013

· Whole Foods Market




www.wholefoodsmarket.com 

774 Emerson St., Palo Alto. (650) 326-8676

· Andronico’s





www.andronicos.com 

500 Stanford Shopping Center. (650) 327-5505

· Mollie Stone’s





www.molliestones.com 

164 So. California Ave., Palo Alto. (650) 323-8361

· Price / Costco





www.costco.com 

2300 Middlefield Road, Redwood City. (650) 365-9384

1000 Rengstorff Ave., Mountain View. (650) 988-9766

Bicycle Shops

· Bike Connection




http://bikeconnection.net 

2011 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. (650) 424-8034

· Campus Bike Shop




http://campusbikeshop.com 

Tresidder Union, 459 Lagunita Drive #12. (650) 723-9300

· Chain Reaction

1451 El Camino Real, Redwood City. (650) 366-7130

Sporting Goods Stores

· Big 5 Sporting Goods




www.big5sportinggoods.com 

700 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. (650) 323-8520

242 Walnut St., Redwood City. (650) 365-2946

· Copeland Sports




www.coplandsports.com 

375 University Ave., Palo Alto. (650) 321-2277

· North Face





www.thenorthface.com 

217 Alma St., Palo Alto. (650) 327-1563

· REI






www.rei.com
2450 Charleston Rd. Mountain View.

Discount Clothing / Linens

· Marshalls





www.marshallsonline.com 

2545 El Camino Real, Redwood City. (650) 366-1142

1040 Grant Road, Mountain View. (650) 965-4091

· TJ Maxx





www.tjmaxx.com 

240 Walnut Street, Redwood City. (650) 365-2195

Home / Kitchen Supplies

· Crate & Barrel





www.crateandbarrel.com 

530 Stanford Shopping Center. (650) 321-7800

· IKEA






www.ikea.com 

1617 E. Bayshore Road, East Palo Alto. (650) 321-5008

· Pier 1 Imports





www.pier1imports.com
2501 El Camino Real, Redwood City. (650) 364-6608

· Pottery Barn





www.potterybarn.com 

800 Stanford Shopping Center. (650) 321-1646

Used items can be found at local secondhand stores, such as Goodwill and Savers, and at garage sales (check local newspapers' classified ads or online at http://www.paloaltoonline.com; Escondido Village and some cities also hold annual garage sales). Some charities also operate resale stores; for example, the American Cancer Society runs the Discovery Shops in downtown Menlo Park and downtown Los Altos. Consignment stores (check the Yellow Pages) often carry nicer goods, priced accordingly. 

If you prefer to shop online, the su.market newsgroup has postings for everything from cars to videotapes; off-line, the Tresidder bulletin board has postings for furniture, computer equipment, and miscellaneous household goods (as well as books, cars, jobs, and housing).

Flea markets often also have secondhand furnishings. The closest flea market is held at Palo Alto High School, across El Camino Real from Stanford Stadium, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month (Sunday if Stanford has a home football game); call 324-3532 for more information. One of the largest Bay Area flea markets is in San Jose near the intersection of Highways 880 and 101; on the weekends there can be over 2000 vendors. The San Jose Flea Market (800-BIG-FLEA, http://www.sjfm.com) is open from dawn to dusk Wednesday through Sunday.

Electronics

· Best Buy





www.bestbuy.com 

1751 Bayshore Road, East Palo Alto. (650) 321-1918

· Circuit City





www.circuitcity.com 

1250 Grant Road, Mountain View. (650) 965-3500

· Fry’s Electronics




www.frys.com 

360 Portage Ave., Palo Alto. (650) 496-6000

Office Supplies

· Office Depot





www.officedepot.com 

1761 E. Bayshore Road, East Palo Alto. (650) 327-7600

· Office Max





www.officemax.com 

1030 Regstorff Ave., Mountain View. (650) 254-0102

· Congdon & Crome

270 Waverley St., Palo Alto. (650) 326-1650

· Stanford Bookstore




http://store.stanford.edu 

The Stanford Bookstore provides a diverse selection of books and supplies to the students, faculty, staff, and community in and surrounding Stanford. The main bookstore carries over 130,000 titles, as well as periodicals, Stanford logo apparel, gifts, and souvenirs. One-hour photo processing is available on the mezzanine level. The Computer Store sells both computer hardware and software, and is located on the upper level by the Café.

The Stanford Bookstore has five other branches: the Stanford Medical/Technical Bookstore in downtown Palo Alto, which carries medical and technical books, supplies, stationery, medical instruments, bestsellers, and clothing; the Track House Sports Shop; the Tresidder Express convenience store; the Stanford Shop at the Stanford Shopping Center, which carries clothing, souvenirs and gifts; and the Bookshop at the Cantor Center for the Arts. http://www.stanfordbookstore.com
Home Improvement

· Home Depot





www.homedepot.com 

1781 E. Bayshore Road, East Palo Alto. (650) 462-6800

· Orchard Supply Hardware



www.osh.com 

2555 Charleston Road, Mountain View. (650) 691-2000

2110 Middlefield Road, Redwood City. (650) 365-7373

SPORTS

Athletics Facilities Stanford

(650) 723-4895 http://www.stanford.edu/dept/pe
Stanford has extensive athletic facilities, PE classes and recreation programs for everybody. See the Athletic Department's website above for a complete list, and for the hours, amenities, and activities supported by each facility.

Fitness Centers

· Arrillaga Family Sports Center 

Campus Dr., between Galvez St. and Bonair Siding Rd. 725-7637

· Roble Gym Complex
375 Santa Teresa St. (at Morris Way). 723-7686

· Tresidder Fitness Center
Tresidder Memorial Union, 1st floor. 723-1228

Golf Facilities

· Golf Driving Range

Campus Dr. West, between Santa Teresa St. and Junipero Serra Blvd. 323-0944

· Stanford Golf Course

198 Junipero Serra Blvd. (at Campus Dr. West). 323-0944

Swimming Pools

· Baker Recreation Pool/Avery Aquatic Center

Between Nelson Mall and Campus Dr. 725-0725

· Roble Pool

375 Santa Teresa St. (at Morris Way). 723-8136

Tennis Courts

· Encina Courts

[Under construction]

· Taube Tennis Stadium
Campus Dr., between Galvez St. and Bonair Siding Rd.

· West Campus Courts
Campus Dr. West and Electioneer Rd.

Other Facilities

· Stanford Stadium/Stadium Track

Galvez St. and Nelson Rd. 

· Cobb Track/Angell Field
Campus Dr. and Galvez St.

· Maples Pavilion
Campus Dr., between Galvez St. and Bonair Siding Rd. 723-3332

· Ford Center/Burnham Pavilion 
Serra and Galvez Streets. 723-1118

· Climbing Wall 

At DeGuerre Courts 

· DeGuerre Courts (racquetball and squash)

Between Nelson Mall and Campus Dr. 725-0728

JOBS

Many BizPartners find themselves looking for work in the Bay Area before they arrive on campus. Whether you are looking for a job before or after arriving in Palo Alto, these sites may help guide you to the job you've been dreaming of. 

	http://jobs.stanford.edu/
	Regular or temporary employment opportunities on campus.

	http://www.jobsjobsjobs.com/
	Database of jobs submitted locally and taken daily from other sources in the Bay Area.

	http://www.jobscareers.com/
	A resume service with listings of current employment opportunities.

	http://www.bridgesonline.com/ba/
	Brings job opportunities to women.

	http://www.bayareacareers.com/
	A central repository of links to individual employment sites.  Choose your own region to start your search.

	http://www.abastaff.com/mainpage.htm
	Executive recruiters for companies based exclusively in the Bay Area.

	http://www.careerbuilder.com/
	General job search tool.

	http://careermag.com/
	General job search tool.

	http://www.craigslist.org/
	Opportunities in Bay Area

	http://www.occ.com/
	General job search tool.


For career counseling and job listings:

Career Development Center: (650) 723-3963 http://www.stanford.edu/dept/CDC

The Career Management Center opens its doors to partners and spouses too. Here’s what it offers:

· CMC Resource Center access

· Workshops and Meet the Company (MTC) presentations, based on available space

· Bay Area career resources information

· One-time advising session, based on availability

Volunteer Opportunities

The Stanford University Haas Center for Public Service promotes, organizes, and supports public and community service by members of the Stanford community. As you explore the options, consider creatively crafting these opportunities to suit your personal values, interests and career goals. If you need help finding an opportunity, the Haas Center Peer Advisors are also available in person Monday through Friday, from noon to 5 p.m., to help you find a match. http://haas.stanford.edu 

EDUCATION

Stanford Continuing Studies Program

The Stanford Continuing Studies Program (CSP) offers 80 courses per quarter, for adult members of the community. These classes are held in the evening and on weekends. Although admission is discretionary, the Continuing Studies Program normally admits students who hold a high school diploma or its equivalent. CSP students are not matriculated Stanford University students. http://continuingstudies.stanford.edu 

Continuing Studies also administers an interdisciplinary master's degree, the Master of Liberal Arts, which is a selective program with an annual admission cycle. For more information, call 725-0061 or visit their web site. http://mla.stanford.edu 

Palo Alto Adult School

The Palo Alto Adult School offers hundreds of classes each year on subjects related to job development, arts and crafts, health and fitness, personal finance, and parent education. They offer many classes on English as a second language (ESL), including some which take place on campus at Escondido Village. http://www.paadultschool.org 

Foothill College

Foothill College is a nearby community college that offers a wide range of academic and vocational classes. Many students complete two years at Foothill and then transfer to a four-year institution.  http://www.foothill.fhda.edu 

Palo Alto Art Center

Formerly the Palo Alto Cultural Center, the Palo Alto Art Center includes an art gallery, auditorium space, and classrooms. The gallery showcases work by regional artists, and offers seasonal displays such as the Great Glass Pumpkin Patch (in October). The gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday from 1-5 p.m., and Thursday evenings from 7-10 p.m. Admission is free. For information on classes offered at the Art Center, please see the website above. http://www.paenjoy.org 
Universities/Colleges

For a list of bay area Universities and Colleges you may visit: http://www.abag.ca.gov/abag/local_gov/univ.html 

Bechtel International Center 

Bechtel sponsors a wide variety of programs and informal classes and tours for the benefit of the Stanford community (international and American students, post-docs, visiting scholars, and faculty) and their partners or family members. Programs include classes in English and other languages, international cuisines, health and exercise, cross-cultural topics, and tours that highlight local resources and California history, art, and ecology. Weekly Friday Coffees (from 10 a.m. - 12 noon) are open to all Stanford affiliates; pre-school children are also welcome.  

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/icenter/families/classes.html 

ENGLISH / LANGUAGES SCHOOLS

International Bechtel Center – Stanford 

English classes: American Idioms, Hot Topics, Pronunciation, English in Action, conversations Classes given by volunteer, no homework. Free classes. www.stanford.edu/dept/icenter  

Palo Alto Adult School – Palo Alto

Different level of classes with a placement test at the begin (to find your level) and every two month. Class 3 to 4 times a week, can be for the morning or for the evening. The location depends of your level and of the time of your class. Free English classes. www.paadultschool.org/html/main.html   

Foothill and De Anza Colleges – Foothill

A lot of different classes, not so expensive and with a good level (placement test at the beginning).  www.deanza.fhda.edu/schedule/classes/schsearch.html    

Key Communication - Mountain View

Offers personalized training in ESL, communication skills, speech training and remediation, cross-cultural communication and other areas. www.keycommunication.com 

Intrax English Institute - San Francisco
Classes start every Monday with three Bay Area locations: Union Square, Market Street, and Menlo College. www.intraxenglish.com
Berkeley English Academy – Berkeley 

Teaches ESL and TOEFL preparation. www.berkeley-esl.com  

Converse International School of Languages – San Francisco
Learn English and experience the American lifestyle in San Diego, San Francisco, or Fort Lauderdale. www.cisl.org 

Transworld Schools - San Francisco
Offers TEFL certificate teacher training and English language study programs. www.transworldschools.com  

Golden Gate Language Schools, Inc. -  Campbell

Learn English (ESL) in California. Offering intensive English for I-20 students, TOEFL preparation and many other courses for college and business. www.goldengatelanguage.com 

Prometheum School of Language - San Francisco

Offering programs in both learning and teaching English as a second or foreign language. www.teflpro.com  

American Academy of English - San Francisco

Intensive, fully accredited English Language Program in San Francisco for all levels featuring TOEFL preparation and a TOEIC Test Center. www.aae.edu  

Language Pacifica - Palo Alto

ESL, student visa F1 (I 20), TOEFL, and other standardized test training. www.languagepacifica.com   

ProActive English - San Francisco

Offers on-site individual and small group language and communication training. www.proactive-english.com 

Language Studies Institute - Palo Alto

Whether you plan to learn a foreign language for an upcoming vacation, need to communicate effectively with business colleagues or just want to feel more a part of the international community of the Bay Area, we have a language solution for you. languagefocus@aol.com  
TRAVEL

Departing / Arriving to Airport

For travel from San Francisco, SFO (45 minutes; $80 by taxi); San Jose, SJC (30 minutes; $60 by taxi); or Oakland airport (60 minutes; $110 by taxi), you can use the following shuttles:

FROM SFO






www.sfoairport.com 

· Super Shuttle





www.supershuttle.com 

(415) 558-8500, (650) 558-8500, (800) BLUEVAN

· Airport Commuter (Limo)



www.airportcommuter.com 

(888) 876-1777

· South and East Bay Airport Shuttle

(408) 225-4444, (408) 866-6660

FROM SJC






www.sjc.org  

· San Jose Express Shuttle





(408) 370-0701

· Airport Commuter (Limo)



www.airportcommuter.com 

(888) 876-1777

· South and East Bay Airport Shuttle

(408) 225-4444, (408) 866-6660

FROM OAK






www.flyoakland.com  

· Silicon Valley Shuttle





(800) 400-2365

· Airport Commuter (Limo)



www.airportcommuter.com 

(888) 876-1777

· Additional Shuttle Services


        www.flyoakland.com/shuttles.html 

Hotels in Stanford

Palo Alto

· The Westin Hotel

· Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel

· The Cardinal Hotel

· Stanford Terrace Inn

· Garden Court Hotel

· Hotel California

· Palo Alto S.V. Travelodge

· Creekside Inn

· Howard Johnson

· Townhouse Motel

· Hyatt Rickeys

· Day’s Inn Motel

· Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel

· Dinah’s Garden Hotel

· Palo Alto Oaks Motel

· Country Inn Motel

Menlo Park

· Best Western Rivera

· Stanford Park Hotel

· Mermaid Inn Motel

· Menlo Park Inn

· The Red Cottage

Travel Resources

· www.orbitz.com
· www.expedia.com
· www.travelocity.com
· www.sidestep.com
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

The Bechtel International Center (I-Center) serves as a focal point for interaction among foreign and U.S. students and visiting scholars at the University. It houses the offices of advisers to foreign students, scholars and their families, international visitors, and U.S. students preparing to apply for scholarships for study and research abroad. Among the services offered to the Stanford international community are interpretation of immigration laws and procedures for non-immigrant visa holders; new international student arrival and orientation programs; academic, personal, and cross-cultural consulting and referral; community information regarding housing, public transportation, schools, banking, etc.; electronic publication of International Center Focus, announcing programs at Bechtel; International Speakers Bureau, and meeting rooms open to all campus organizations.

Services for international student families include advice on educational opportunities in the Bay Area, scholarship awards for spouses, professional liaison for spouses, social activities, and classes in English language, international and local cuisines, and handicrafts.

Bechtel publishes an orientation handbook for international scholars with useful information about the campus and surrounding community. It also contains important information on visa regulations and other topics of particular interest to students and scholars from other countries. The handbook is available online and at the Bechtel International Center. Information specifically for foreign graduate students is also available at the Bechtel site. 

The Overseas Resource Center provides comprehensive information and advice for Stanford students interested in scholarships for study and research overseas and administers, for Stanford, the campus process for such as Fulbright, German Academic Exchange, Marshall, Rhodes, Gates, Mitchell, Free University of Berlin Exchange and the Luce.

A Spouse Resource Library is being started to make available information to enrich the experience of family members, including information on continuing education, finding employment (for those eligible) or career-related volunteer work, various programs for learning English, and enrolling in local schools and recreation programs. Bechtel's Professional Liaison Program introduces international spouses to a local counterpart with similar career interests. The Spouse Education Fund provides modest grants to assist international spouses in furthering their career and educational goals while here.

General information on living in the Stanford area can be found in the Calendar; Bechtel class schedules are available in the Quarterly Classes & Programs. Both are available at the I-Center and online (http://www.stanford.edu/dept/icenter/families).

To receive regular notice of I-Center programs, subscribe to either or both of the following e-mail lists by sending e-mail to MAJORDOMO@LISTS.STANFORD.EDU with the following message text:

· Subscribe icenter-social (for information on general programs for students, post-docs, films, dance classes, cultural presentations, etc.) 

· subscribe icenter-spouseprograms (for information on programs for spouses/partners/family members)
Bechtel International Center                                                               http://icenter.stanford.edu/                            

583 Lagunita Drive                                                                                                                   (650)723-1831                                                                                    
International Students Visas

Students who are not U.S. citizens or permanent residents must have a non-immigrant visa which allows study in the United States. There are only two types of non-immigrant visas for study at Stanford, the F-1 and the J-1 student visas. F-1 students use a document called the "I-20" (Certificate of Eligibility for F-1 Student Status) to enter the U.S. with F-1 status. J-1 students use a document called the "IAP-66" (Certificate of Eligibility or Exchange Student Visitor Status) to enter the U.S. with J-1 status. These Certificates are also the same documents that will help you obtain the F (or J) visa in your passport from the U.S. Consulate/Embassy in your home country.

The I-Center also provides information, through advising, email and the web, concerning current immigration issues, travel and re-entry and current federal policies and regulations that affect F and J visa holders. These updates are important for international students and scholars and can help to minimize difficulties around travel, work authorization and maintaining valid visa status. 
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